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we observed to our right the red hussars of the
Garde Imperiale charging a square of Brunswick
riflemen, who were about fifty yards from us. This
charge was brilliantly executed, but the well-sus-
tained fire from the square baffled the enemy, who
were obliged to retire after suffering a severe loss in
killed and wounded. The ground was completely
covered with those brave men, who lay in various
positions, mutilated in every conceivable way.
Among the fallen we perceived the gallant colonel
of the hussars lying under his horse, which had been
killed. All of a sudden two riflemen of the Brims-
wickers left their battalion, and after taking from
their helpless victim his purse, watch, and other
articles of value, they deliberately put the colonel's
pistols to the poor fellow's head, and blew out his
brains. " Shame ! shame !" was heard from our
ranks, and a feeling of indignation ran through
the whole line; but the deed was done : this brave
soldier lay a lifeless corpse in sight of his cruel foes,
whose only excuse perhaps was that their sovereign,
the Duke of Brunswick, had been killed two days
before by the French.

Again and again various cavalry regiments, heavy
dragoons, lancers, hussars, carabineers of the Guard,
endeavoured to break our walls of steel. The enemy's
cavalry had to advance over ground which was so
heavy that they could not reach us except at a trot;
they therefore came upon us in a much more com-
pact mass than they probably would have done if
the ground had been more favourable. When they
got within ten or fifteen yards they discharged their
carbines, to the cry of " Vive I Empereur ! " but
their fire produced little effect, as is generally the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